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AROUND THE WORLD

WITH STREET PHOTOGRAPHY



WHAT IS IT?

• Intended to convey a sense of place

• Existing light, camera often handheld

• “Spontaneous portraiture”
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WE’LL TALK ABOUT

• A bit of history

• Technical issues (best settings, etc.)

• Psychology/Sociology

• Ask permission?

• “To pay or not to pay?”

• (Spoiler alert: it depends)
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THE FIRST STREET PHOTOGRAPH!
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Joseph Nicéphore

Niépce's View from the 

Window at Le Gras. 

1826 or 1827



WHO ARE THE BIG NAMES?
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LANDSCAPES: ANSEL ADAMS
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PORTRAITS: RICHARD AVEDON
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PORTRAITS: ANNIE LIEBOVITZ
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PORTRAITS: DIANE ARBUS

9



STREET PHOTOGRAPHY: MARY POPPINS!
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Mary Poppins Vivian Maier

Somber clothing P P

Humorless, enigmatic loner P P

Mysterious past P P

Speaks with accent P P

Works as nanny P P

Takes children to strange and 

unexpected places
P P

Flies with magic umbrella P NO

Takes many, many photos NO P

Sings “Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” NO NO
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CAMERA  SETTING  COMPROMISES
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• “Ready for anything (if it’s not too dark)”

• Manual mode, 1/125 sec, f/4, auto ISO

• General purpose

• Av priority @ f/5.6, ISO 200

• Moving target (e.g., children)

• Tv priority @ 1/200 sec, ISO 400

• Focusing

• Back-button focus for general purpose

• AI Servo (Canon) for moving targets



EQUIPMENT
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• Canon T1i, T6i

• APS-C sensor so x1.6 crop factor

• EF-S 17-55 mm f/2.8

• Pro: lots of composition flexibility to catch wider scene

• Con: sometimes too “up close and personal”; some fisheye distortion at 

17 mm 

• EF 70-200 mm f/4

• Pro: Good for candids at a distance, large DoF

• Con: restricted field of view



PSYCHOLOGY / SOCIOLOGY
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• Willingness varies dramatically from country to country!

• Southern Africa: easy

• Northern Africa: hostile

• Ask permission to be on the safe side unless safely shooting a candid

• ALWAYS ask permission if children

• Be prepared to pay if you’re shooting…

• Street performers

• Beggars

• Merchants

• Obviously poverty-stricken people



STREET PHOTOGRAPHY AS AN 

ELEMENT OF TRAVEL
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6 CONTINENTS IN 45 MINUTES
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Paris, France



22

Paris, France
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Lucca, Italy
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Padua, Italy
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Santorini, Greece
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Olympia, Greece
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Istanbul, Turkey



28
Rabat, Morocco
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Rabat, Morocco



30
Tetuan, Morocco



31
Tetuan, Morocco



32
Tetuan, Morocco



33
Tetuan, Morocco



34
Meknes, Morocco



35
Fez, Morocco



36
Fez, Morocco



37
Marrakech, Morocco



38
Marrakech, Morocco



39Marrakech, Morocco



40
Hwange, Zimbabwe



41
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe



42
Chittagong, Bangladesh
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Chittagong, Bangladesh



44
Beijing, China



45
Tokyo, Japan



46
Tokyo, Japan



47
Tokyo, Japan



48
Kyoto, Japan



49
Sydney, Australia
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Rarotonga,

Cook Islands
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Rarotonga,

Cook Islands
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Honolulu, Hawaii
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Honolulu, Hawaii
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Honolulu, Hawaii
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Honolulu, Hawaii



56
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii



57
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii
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Kailua-Kona, Hawaii
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Santiago, Chile



60
Buenos Aires, Argentina



61
Buenos Aires, Argentina



62
Coco Beach, Costa Rica



63
Chinendega, Nicaragua



64
Canyon de Chelly, AZ



65
Santa Fe, NM



66
Santa Fe, NM



67
Key West, FL



68
Key West, FL



69
Boston, MA



70
Boston, MA



71
Baltimore, MD



72Baltimore, MD



73
Annapolis, MD



74
Annapolis, MD
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COMING UP! 

AUGUST: VICTORIA, BC

OREGON SOLAR ECLIPSE

SEPTEMBER: NAMIBIA

OCTOBER: ENGLAND

FOLLOW ALONG AT:

RICHANDALICE.WORDPRESS.COM


