Want Better Bird
Photographs?

BRODUE A\ BETARR
BIRDER



How?

Things you can do
e Before you go

* |n the field
 When you return




What's Your Motivation?

ALY

Fame and Fortune N
Bragging Rights s 7
Fascinated by Birds

Good because

— Wet, cold, sleepy,
thirsty, hot, sore and
dirty are the norm.

— There’s a lot of
“Hurry up and Walit”

— Motivation is a good
thing ©




Before You Go... Study Birds

 Books (www.Amazon.com)
« One or two books are never enough

LOOK INSIDE! Peterson Field Guide to Birds of North America (Peterson Field Guides) by Roger Tory Peterson (Aug 1, 2008)

P
pCt(:l‘SDt‘l I PPl [ (42 customer reviews)

* Formats

Paperback

Crder in the next 44 hours to get it by Tuesday, Apr 10.

Qnly 12 left in stock - order soon. 58.85 5460
Eligible for FREE Super Saver Shipping.

Vinyl Bound $12.55 $8.21

Excerpt - Front Cover. "... Peterson Field Guide to Birds gf Morth America Roger Tory Peterson ..." See a random page in this book.
Sell this back for an Amazon.com Gift Card

SIBLEY The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North America by David Allen Sibley (Apr 29, 2003) |
FIELE U0 T4 AT Pofrdededs [+ (111 _customer reviews) 1

of Eailerm Mot A i

Formats Price Newr Used Collectible
e Paperback

' Order in the next 44 hours to get it by Tuesday, Apr 10. 51885 $12.01 $10.08 $8.02 $50.00
% 4 Eligible for FREE Super Saver Shipping. il |

Vinyl Bound £416.90

|
Sell this back for an Amazon.com Gift Card ||
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Before You Go... Study Birds

e \Websites

— Cornell University

e http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
e http://www.allaboutbirds.org

TheCornellLab § of Omnithology
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Before You Go.

TheCornellLab |§ of Ornithology

-1 About Us What We Do Give All About Birds
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Meet Our Great Blue Herons
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Before You Go... Study Birds

— http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/birds/ornith.html
— http://www.ornithology.com/

lhmmbology . com

wpdated March ag, 2aa3

SITEMAP EAL)
ACelebration of Birds - r -
Ariani 17 C Cmithology: the Science of Birds
Banding nnibalygycy
Birds in the Backyard Aeccurate and complete information abowt wild birds from a professional ormithologist
Bixdd hikrs
Eocks Ornithology.com has been consulted by BBC, National Geographic, ABC News, Weather Notebook, (W
- Dhrgperreier Crarcisreiney, Natronel Public Bodie, Nettonal Comadier Televrsion, Verily Fair Magorine, (e
Lhat Guinrmess Boak of World Records, The Weakest Link, Real Simple Wagarine, the Detroit Free Press,
w’"‘!" B - WOMH-NBC 4 Columbus, Voice of America, Columbia News Service and many other publicarions,
Lonservalion progrommes, ageneies, and indietduals for authoritatiee informetion onaeild birds, The OQroil bologest
Ecobirding at Orrithology.com has written six books, armong them are : Amazing Birds, Birds of New England,
L i the Bird Finder and Pacific Coast Bird Finder.
Famous Ornithologists [ ||
|
Eeeders and Feeding
Geography Meow fs the time to get volumes 1 & 2! | |
: : Learn fascinating
Identification Orpithologist with your | |
LECTURES - questions abowt WILD birds.....
Migration [
Names Donate
e F |
fhiganiraticing [ —= Rl
Photography
ERehabilitation Help Suppart Orrnitkelogy.com Ml
Seience |
Songs and Calls Can you identify (hesae
birds? ANSWER
Learn arnithalogy, the Ornithology.com , 4798 Songhird Lane, Chico, (A gsg73
seience of hirds, hy reading
Ornithalogy.com’s short il
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. Before You Go... Study Birds

e Learn about Migration
— What species, seasons, timing, distances and food




[Frar s B i, T
. Before You Go... Study Birds

* Learn seasonal plumage changes




Before You Go... Study Birds

e Locations | |
— eBIRD -- http:/febird.orq/content/ebird/

Bird Observations

= Date Range:  change Date

18 - 12731, 1900-2012 Combine Yoars
= For Change Location |
[ Audkires Arboretum ]
145 species (+5 other taxa) ian_Fen bar pr May o |34 Aug Sew 0a Mo Dss
Snow Goose (Chen cienesonns) 1
Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) | M&P | B | § lul= | Il |
Tuendrd Svean (Crpmes ooumanus] | M |
(A sp0n o P oms
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- CARE St . [}

Maorthem Bobwhite (Colimrs
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Wil Turkey [Mefeagrs gatiooara)
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piicegs) T
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Great Blue Heron (Ardes herodias) | rase B L
e (s e . 1 ul
Irr It 5 [ ] [ ] Ml [ | sime JE 0
Turkiey Wulure (Cathartes aur) > B B0 IR AR Aieel BR-0 N ODDEEE DR O
Dsprey (Pandion halietus) y n inl | n




Before You Go... Study Birds

e Local Stuff

— http://birdingcouple.blogspot.com/
Warren and Lisa Strobel

e Make online friends
— www.Flickr.com

 Visit National Groups
— http://centralmdaudubon.org/

 eBIRD, MDOsprey, DPCA Birding SIG




Before You Go... Study Birds

e Photographer -- Gurus
— Arthur Morris — http://www.birdsasart.com/

— David Hemmings --
http://davidhemmingsbirdphotography.com/

— Art Wolfe -- http://www.artwolfe.com/

— Index of Bird Photographers --
http://www.photographersdirect.com/professionals
/united_states/birds-photographers.asp

— FLICKR -- http://www.flickr.com




— Location

— Species

— Migration

— Alone or with friends
— Workshops




Before You Go... Equipment

e Binoculars

e« Camera(s)

e Lenses — 400mm or better

e Tripod

e Camera/lens cleaning supplies
e Waterproof cover

o Appropriate Clothing

o \Water, hat, bug repellent



In the Field... (so what IS the “Field” anyway?)

e Your yard!

e Local parks, reserves, etc.
 National parks

 Wildlife management areas
 Wildlife sanctuaries
 Visitor's centers

e Fees
(Duck Stamp, Golden Eagle Pass)



In the Field...

o Care about the welfare of your subject —
act accordingly

* Tread gently

 Move smoothly

 Be quiet (keys out of ignition!)

* Be polite even when others are not
* Respect private property and rules



In the

Fmﬂd

;“-' u

M
B

*‘é

r

5

Approach carefully

Stay behind pre-
positioned photogs

Never disturb birds
NO eye contact

Be still and relaxed
Blend in

Study and enjoy |
your subject even if
It means missing the
shot this time




—
In the Field...

e Practice!




When You Return ...

e Cull your photographs

 |dentify your subjects
— Common name
— Genus and species names

e Tag your photographs
e Share your photographs

* Be a citizen scientist,
Login to eBird and record your trip



When You Return...

o Start planning your next trip!
— http://www.delawarebirdingtrail.org/
— http://www.delawareaudubon.org/birding
— http://www.delawarebirding.com/
— http://www.marylandbirding.com/
— http://www.birding.com/wheretobird/maryland.asp

i 2




-

|

Deam Of Seasns to Come

—




R AR
. Laurie Brice’s Birding Map

» Email: techdir@digitalphotoclub.net i
o Subject: DPCA Birding Map




