Digital
Photography Club
of Annapolis
Web Walk

Online Tips for Capturing Holiday
Photos

December 1, 2008
Robbie Mislevy

Copyright © 2008 Roberta Mislevy




Better Photo’s Top Ten Tips for
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Top Ten Tips for
Better Holiday Photos

m

The holidays make for fantastic photo opportunities. Even the least photographically-inclined reach for a camera to do the annual group
portrait.

Photo Sharing I >~ L
5 34 EN| Four great options to choose from

with BetterPholios™ ‘

Use these tips to make great photos of Christmas, Hanukkah, or the mid-winter holiday of your preference. This year, you'll come away from
the holidays with the absolute best photographs you have ever created.
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Strobist-How to Photograph Christmas Lights

http://strobist.blogspot.com/2006/12/how-to-photograph-christmas-lights.html
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Shorty swivels, compact stands, double fold umbrellas

Your one stop shop for all your off-camera lighting necds.
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Strobist-How to Photograph Christmas Lights

http://strobist.blogspot.com/2006/12/how-to-photograph-christmas-lights.html
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How to Photograph Christmas Lights

Here's a neat little
exercise that has i
. to do with off-cant

i flash.
] H | LY
o
" £ gL When we talk abol

3 balancing light aro|
~ & ‘ g lg

here, it usually mi:;

balancing ambien !
flash. But getting a good photo of holiday lights involves a di+
kind of light balancing: Continuous ambient with fading ambi:
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Your one stop shop for all your off-camera lighting necds.

How to Photograph Christmas Lights

The problem with 98% of the photos of Christmas lights is that most

people wait until way too late to start shooting. After it gets
completely dark, you can either have the lights or the surroundings
properly exposed. But not both.

Conversely, if you were to shoot the lights in the middle of the day,
they would not show up at all. The trick is find the sweet spot
(actually there is a whole range of sweet spots) where the ambient
light and the Christmas lights balance.
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New York Institute of Photography:
How to Take Great Photos of Holiday Lights

http://www.nyip.com/ezine/holidays/holidaylights.html

New York Institute of

Photography

Educating Photographers Since 1910

NYI PhotoWorld

Photo Tips, “How-to™ Articles, and Opinion from the Pros.

How to Take Great Photos of Holiday Lights

© Ghuck DelLaney At this time of year, many of the world's
cultures and religions celebrate holidays that
involve lights. While the use of lights and
candles is often explained in terms of the rites
R of the particular culture, most scholars agree
that the lights came first; the explanations
followed. After all, since humans gained control
of fire, light has been used to illuminate the
darkness - especially, during the depths of
winter - rather than curse it.

There are some photographic subjects where it makes little difference whether vou use a
digital camera or a film-based model to capture the image. The colors and warm glow of
holiday lights is not one of them. If vou're not careful, you can run into trouble with a digital

camera. All photographers interested in getting great holiday photos should read this article.

Pay close attention to the special digital section written by NYI's digital expert Jim Barthman.
While today's auto-everything cameras can do a lot of things following the wisdom of built-in
programs, taking pictures of lights and candles is one area where you'll want to exercise
some control.

Enroll Online Now

CLICK HERE

FREE Course
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CLICK HERE

Interested in photography?
Check out our courses.

The Complete Course in
Professional Photography
Teaches you the art, business &
photo techniques of
professional photography.

Adobe Photoshop for
Photographers

Helps you master the digital
photography technigues you
need to succeed.

NYIP Short Course:
Fundamentals of Digital
Photography

Gives you all the photography
basics you need to take control
of your high-performance
digital camera.
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bf Holiday Lights

At this time of yvear, many of the world's
cultures and religions celebrate holidays that
involve lights. While the use of lights and
candles is often explained in terms of the rites
of the particular culture, most scholars agree
that the lights came first; the explanations
followed. After all, since humans gained control
of fire, light has been used to illuminate the
darkness - especially, during the depths of
winter - rather than curse it.

Hite it makes little difference whether you use a
re the image. The colors and warm glow of

lu careful, you can run into trouble with a digital
lFion written by NYI's digital expert Jim Barthman.
do a lot of things following the wisdom of built-in
fl=s is one area where you'll want to exercise
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. |h t hy?
& NY| Student Judy L. Smi There's an answer. Many of today's point-and- ?1:55:531} Y
'L " shoot cameras both film and digital have a |

funny-looking setting that looks like this:

f This setting tells the camera that you want the

h‘ . I 0 flash to fire (which will light your friend in the
foreground), but that you also want the Ien.s to i e
stay open long enough to record the lights in nigues you
the background. In fact, the symbaol for this
setting on many cameras is sort of a hieroglyph
that tries to indicate "person at night in front of
] ] . . H photography
lights.” Your solution to getting light on your to take control

. ' . . . . ormance

friend's face and capturing the light display is to
use this setting. The flash exposes the face.

& Chuck DeLahal,r The long exposure captures the lights.
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Mel Wolk's sensitive photo of two boys with a
Menorah on the last night of Hanukkah
combines light from the nine candles with some
sort of overhead room lighting, or bounce from
a flash (probably off the ceiling) that gives clear
illumination to the boy's faces and garb. How do
we know that the lighting is not just from the
candles themselves? One clue is that the
lighting in not as warm as the first photo we
looked at. Candle light is rich in reds and
oranges, which we don't see here on their




Kris Krug Audio: Tips on How to Take
Better Holiday Pictures

http://www.kriskrug.com/2007/12/19/audio-tips-on-how-to-take-better-holiday-pictures/
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December 19, 2007

A couple weeks ago | was a guest on
CBC’s 7 The Coasttalking about

W photography and how to take better

% family photos over the holidays. Itwas
: a fun intenview with || Lee who is a

. fashion and design columnist for CBC
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PhotoJoJo — How to Photograph the Holidays
from Around the Web

http://photojojo.com/content/tips/photographing-holiday-lights

Our Newsletter (S Tg1011] Time Capsule Shop Photojojo

SHoljol lads thesbet How to Photograph the Holidays — From
e T Around the Web 8

You've decked the halls with miles of g:r:g::ﬂii"
Over tiny bulbs. Your front lawn is a
225,000 gleaming monument to electric lighting.
subscribers Even the neighbors have taken to s
Get Photojojo for free: wearing sunglasses 24/7.
| Y e e | It's the Christmas wonderland of your From the forum...
[ Subscribe l dreams... now if only you could get a s ;s
lNo spam, not ever) good picture of it. Night Tl.l?.'{ﬂ -l?hUtDS
& o :
or Grab our RSS — ) Photographing holiday lights is no easy Traveling NoteBook—The
task. Pictures
"We're addicted : g
Ph ) Luckily, we've had the Photojojo elves round up the best tips and guides to taking Pls help mel!!
to OtO_]O_]O successful Holiday photos. Call it our gift to you... now go make Clark W. Griswold o
— Heather Champ ~ Proud. Calling all creative photo
Flickr gurus (that's you!)

Copyright © 2008 Roberta Mislevy



PhotoJoJo — How to Photograph the Holidays
from Around the Web

http://photojojo.com/content/tips/photographing-holiday-lights

Our Newsletter (S Tg1011] Time Capsule Shop Photojojo

SHOOTING THE HOLIDAYS
Photojojo finds thy
photo DIY Projeg
and Gear. The Photojojo elves have come back with what we think are the best guides and tips g,

for photographing the holidays — and all the lights and yuletide that come along with Bookmark in

them. Here we go... Del.icio.us

Christmas Lights Photography Video
Tutorial
From Patrick Kunzer, night photo editor at
the Daily Herald

i i This quick video is a great way to get started. 1 replies
We're add L . . |
. . . . ; Cur favorite tip? All those Christmas lights are  [Jkhelp me!!!
to Photojoj = ' tungsten-balanced, so set your camera's o
— Heat & : :
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PhotoJoJo — How to Photograph the Holidays
from Around the Web

http://photojojo.com/content/tips/photographing-holiday-lights

Forum Time Capsule Shop Photojojo |

SHOOTING THE HOLIDAYS

Photojojo finds th
photo DIY Projel
and Gear. The Photojojo elves have come back with what we think are the best guides and tips @
for photographing the holidays — and all the lights and yuletide that come along with Bookmark in
over ||| them. Here we go... Del.icio.us
225,

subscribl 0

20 Christmas Light Photos - With a Twist
From the Digital Photography School

"We're addij
to Photojoj

Well, we suppose wrapping people in
Christmas lights and taking photos of them is

1)

one way to spread the holiday cheer.
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f I iCk r ramiglevy 12 Help  Sign Out

Home You Organize Contacts Groups Explore Search
Search Photos  Groups  People
Everyone’s Uploads + | |chanukah N0l Advanced Search

Search by Camera

@® o
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@ We found 1,259 results matching chanukah, licensed under the Creative Commons

View: Mest relevant » Most recent » Show: * Thumbnailz

Chanakuh on Union Square by Thomas Hawk
=l 37 comments ¥ 92 faves

Tagged with sanfrancisco, california, city, people ...
Taken on December 28, 2005, uploaded December 28, 2005
Taken in Union Square, San Francisco, CA, United States (map)

ﬁ See more of Thomas Hawk's photos, orvisit his profile.

Hanukkah fourth night candles by drurydrama
=l 32 commenis % 15 faves

Tagaged with candles, massachusetts, chanukah, hanukkah ..
Taken on December 7, 2007, uploaded December 8, 2007

% See drurydrama’s photos or profile.
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dutch blue-flickr

http://www.flickr.com/photos/cor
neliar/

Copyright © 2008 Roberta Mislevy



Micah A. Ponce-flickr
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mappix/

Copyright © 2008 Roberta Mislevy



Cayusa-flickr
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cayusa/

Copyright © 2008 Roberta Mislevy



strollerdos-flickr
http://www.flickr.com/photos/stollerdos/

Copyright © 2008 Roberta Mislevy



L UM
Velo Steve-Steve Ryan-flickr
http://www.flickr.com/photos/juniorvelo/

Copyright © 2008 Roberta Mislevy
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